Fourth Sunday of Easter                                                             April 26, 2026
Prairieland Parish
As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present. May we together experience the presence of God.
* - You are invited to stand at these times…. if you are able
We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord

Prelude
Welcome/Announcements

CALL TO WORSHIP
The GREAT FATHER above a SHEPHERD CHIEF is.
I am His and with Him I want not.
He throws out to me a rope,
and the name of the rope is love
and He draws me to where the grass is green
and the water is not dangerous,
and I eat and lie down and am satisfied.
Sometimes my heart is very weak and falls down
but He lifts me up again and draws me into a good road.
His name is WONDERFUL.
Some time, it may be very soon, it may be a long, long time,
He will draw me into a valley.
It is dark there, but I'll be afraid not,
for it is between those mountains
that the SHEPHERD CHIEF will meet me
and the hunger that I have in my heart all through life will be satisfied.
Sometimes he makes the love rope into a whip,
but afterwards, He gives a staff to lean upon.
He spreads a table before me with all kinds of foods.
He puts His hand upon my head and all the "tired" is gone.
My cup he fills till it runs over.
What I tell is true.
I lie not.
These roads that are "away ahead" will stay with me
through this life and after;
and afterwards, I will go to live in the Big Teepee
and sit down with the SHEPHERD CHIEF forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gentle Shepherd, You guide us in right paths, You lead us in the ways of righteousness, but we have allowed our anger, our rage, our greed, and at times even hate, to direct our paths. We have overreacted, we have taken more than our share, we have despised others that seem to have it all. Forgive us, God, for not following Your ways. Forgive us for not remembering that we are Your sheep, and You are our Shepherd. Forgive us when we have not listened for Your voice and instead have acted in the ways of the world. Guide us back to Your path, to loving You and loving our neighbors. Help us to unclench our fists and lend out our hands in hope and healing, forgiveness and love. In the name of Christ our Shepherd, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The Good Shepherd knows the sheep, and the Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep so that the sheep may live. We are part of the flock, we are part of Christ’s body. In Christ, we find wholeness and restoration. Go forth and share this Good News. Amen.

*Praise Hymn UMH #128      “He Leadeth Me:  O Blessed Thought”  (verses 1-3)
We Hear God’s Word 
Gospel Lesson………………………………………………………………… John 10:1-10 
Word of God for the People of God!  Thanks be to God!

Children’s Sermon
 
*Faith Hymn UMH #381    “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”   (verses 1-3)

**Meditation**

Prayers of the People –Lord’s Prayer

Offertory/Doxology/Prayer

[bookmark: _Hlk124516969]*Departing Hymn UMH #557        “Best Be the Tie That Binds”  (verses 1-3)

[bookmark: _Hlk124517012]BENEDICTION

*Postlude*
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